
Volatile anesthetic: potency

No long write-up this week, I don’t know what the ABA expects you to know other than this: inhaled
anesthetic potency correlates quite well with the lipid solubility of the agent.  Specifically we look at the
oil:gas partition coefficient.  Remember the blood:gas coefficient as it relates to inhaled anesthetic agent
uptake?  Similar concept but it is important to keep in mind that these two coefficients are not the same.
Although there seems to be a weak similarity between blood:gas coefficient, the ABA expects you to
know that potency tracks closely with the oil:gas coefficient.


